4i6                               THE CRUSADES
ventions of the time, new knights were made on the field of
battle; among these were Jean de la Ligne and his cousin
Henri d'Antoing from the duchy of Hainault,1 To the
crusaders' amazement, however, the enemy did not emerge
from their strongholds for the expected encounter, and there
was no sign to indicate that they intended taking any
immediate action. The host therefore spent the rest of the
day in pitching camp in the plain separating the city and
its garrison from the Muslim armies stationed on the hills
beyond. In the centre of the camp stood the Duke's
pavilion, surmounted by the banner of France in the middle
of which there was a white space decorated with the image
of a seated Madonna with the shield of Bourbon at her
feet.2 On the right were the tents of Guy and Guillaume
de la Tr^mouille and those of many gentlemen from France,
Hainault and Holland; and on the left those of the sire
d'Offiment, John Beaufort and others. The Genoese arba-
lesters occupied the furthest extremities of the encampment
and covered a wide space. The provisions were left on
board the transports and conveyed daily by means of
small rowing boats according to the requirements of the
host.3
The first day passed without any engagement whatever
between the hostile forces, although, within the town itself,
drums had given the alarm from the high ramparts of the
towers as soon as the Christians were sighted.4 On the
following morning, Duke Louis ordered the beginning of
the siege by land and by sea. The Genoese, of whom many
must have returned to their galleys, blockaded the city by
sea, while the French and foreign contingents guarded the
'three' land gates and cut all communications between
al-Mahdiya and Berber reinforcements coming from the
interior of the country.5 For three days, the siege was
rigorously pursued without a sally from within the town
or battle by the Moorish army from without. At the
close of the third day, however, when the Christians
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